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carried out his duties. Sadly on August 
22, PFC Torres was killed by an IED 
while patrolling Baghdad. He was only 
20 years old. 

Aside from his military service to 
our Nation, Omar Torres was inter-
ested in politics and had a strong de-
sire to work for positive change in our 
country. While attending his wake last 
month, I was moved by the large num-
ber of lives PFC Torres had touched. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in mourning the loss of Private 
First Class Omar E. Torres. We will 
never forget his sacrifice and are for-
ever indebted to him, as well as to all 
our soldiers. Our thoughts, prayers and 
deepest sympathies are with the Torres 
family and friends in this difficult 
time. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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THE TIME IS NOW TO PLAN SAFE 
AND ORDERLY DEPARTURE 
FROM IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, there 
is a great deal of spin coming from the 
White House on why America needs to 
stay the course in Iraq, and why we 
must keep the surge going on and on 
and on, on how victory is near if we 
simply escalate the number of troops 
we have in this region of Iraq or an-
other region of Iraq. 

Enough, Mr. Speaker, enough. It 
seems the President hasn’t read his 
own National Intelligence Estimate on 
Iraq. If he had, he would find a grim 
picture of the political and security re-
ality in Iraq, one quite different from 
his own. 

Let me read just a few conclusions 
from this August 23 report: 

One, the level of overall violence, in-
cluding attacks on and casualties 
among civilians, remains high; Iraq’s 
sectarian groups remain unreconciled; 
al Qaeda in Iraq retains the ability to 
conduct high-profile attacks; and to 
date, Iraqi political leaders remain un-
able to govern effectively. 

Two, population displacement result-
ing from sectarian violence continues, 
imposing burdens on provincial govern-
ments and some neighboring states and 
increasing the danger of destabilizing 

influences spreading across Iraq’s bor-
ders over the next 6 to 12 months. 

Three, broadly accepted political 
compromises required for sustained se-
curity, long-term political progress and 
economic development are unlikely to 
emerge unless there is a fundamental 
shift in the factors driving Iraqi polit-
ical and security developments. 

Mr. Speaker, just the first few pages 
of the NIE on Iraq should concern ev-
eryone. Also on the President’s reading 
list should be the August 30 draft GAO 
report on Iraq, which also paints a very 
pessimistic picture of Iraq. It con-
cludes that Iraq has failed to meet all 
but three of the 18 required bench-
marks for political and military 
progress. Rather than embrace these 
nonpartisan findings, the White House 
has actually denounced the GAO report 
for holding Iraq to too high a set of 
standards. 

Mr. Speaker, while the White House 
speaks of how violence has been re-
duced in Baghdad, it ignores how the 
number of Iraqi civilian deaths across 
the country rose by about 20 percent in 
July. This is not the time to paint rosy 
scenarios and declare victory is at 
hand if only Congress coughs up an-
other $200 billion to cover the costs of 
the war over the next few months. 

Mr. Speaker, the President and we in 
Congress must face the facts. We need 
a plan on how to leave Iraq in a safe 
and orderly manner in 2008. We need 
the President to meet with congres-
sional leaders and map out a concrete 
plan for how to draw down our forces 
and leave Iraq over the next 9 to 12 
months. It can be done, and it must be 
done. 

We can redeploy troops to Kuwait in 
the surrounding region. We can safe-
guard the Kurdish north. We can rede-
ploy troops to Afghanistan. And we can 
bring troops home to their families, 
friends and communities. We need the 
Pentagon to provide a realistic plan for 
withdrawal, one that is logistically 
sound and can be achieved over the 
next year. 

President Bush, with great fanfare, 
recently invoked the Vietnam analogy 
to support our continued escalation in 
Iraq. If anything, Vietnam and Iraq 
prove that wars are a lot easier to get 
into than out of. If we want to avoid 
the haste, confusion and humiliation of 
our final departure from Vietnam, a 
withdrawal that occurred almost en-
tirely without planning and hurt U.S. 
military prestige more than any other 
single action, then we must plan now 
for our departure from Iraq. If we fail 
to plan and control the safe and or-
derly withdrawal of our forces, then we 
will surely fail our troops once again, 
holding them hostage to events on the 
ground beyond their control. 

The administration lacked a plan for 
what to do in Iraq the day after the fall 
of Saddam Hussein. We must not re-
peat that mistake when it comes to the 
welfare and the safety of our troops as 
they leave Iraq. 

For far too long, Congress failed to 
live up to its responsibilities. We must 

not continue to send blank checks to 
the White House. 

Mr. Speaker, this House should not 
consider the President’s supplemental 
request until we come to an agreement 
with him on how to bring our troops 
home in a safe, orderly and timely way. 

Let me be clear. This means we 
should not consider on the floor of this 
House any additional funding for this 
war until we have a plan to end it. 

As The New York Times stated last 
Friday, ‘‘In Vietnam, like Iraq, Amer-
ican Presidents and military leaders 
went to great lengths to pretend that 
victory was at hand when nothing 
could be further from the truth.’’ 

We don’t need more spin, Mr. Speak-
er. What we need is a plan to end the 
war in Iraq, and we need it now. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2786, NATIVE AMERICAN 
HOUSING ASSISTANCE AND 
SELF-DETERMINATION REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2007 

Mr. McGOVERN, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110–316) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 633) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2786) to 
reauthorize the programs for housing 
assistance for Native Americans, which 
was referred to the House Calendar and 
ordered to be printed. 

f 

CALDERON’S COLONY 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘Wherever 
there is a Mexican, there is Mexico. 
Mexico does not end at our borders.’’ 
To the roar of a standing ovation, the 
arrogant saber-rattling words are from 
Mexico’s President Calderon in his first 
state of the union message. 

It seems clear to me that these ag-
gressive words are a renewed call by 
Mexico to colonize the United States. 
Does El Presidente Calderon claim that 
the southwest United States is really 
part of Mexico since many illegals have 
colonized that area? Sounds like it to 
me. 

Is Leader Calderon calling for a con-
tinued stealth invasion into the United 
States by its citizens? Sounds like it to 
me. 

Does clever calculating Calderon 
want the United States to become a 
union with Mexico? Time will tell. 

Meanwhile, I wonder if anyone in 
charge of protecting our homeland is 
aware of and disturbed by these indig-
nant words. In the history of nations, 
it appears that when one country in-
vades, colonizes, infiltrates or occupies 
another without permission, the in-
vaded country either resists invasion 
at the border or just loses its existence. 
Time will tell what the United States 
will do. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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